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Tree Sale 
Blueberries and Lilacs are going 
fast! Order yours today. 

The windstorm that impacted the Spokane region on November 17th was one that will go down 
in the record books. Winds gusted up to 71 miles per hour in Spokane. The Greater Spokane 
Department of Emergency Management issued a “Shelter in Place” bulletin around 4:30 p.m.. 
Two people in Spokane were killed in separate incidents involving trees being thrown in the 
wind. Governor Jay Inslee declared a state of emergency the next day.

The wind was responsible for about 70 percent of Avista (the largest regional electrical utility) 
customers losing power at some point during the storm. Avista officials said this was the largest 
outage in company history surpassing the ice storm of 1996. Parts of Spokane looked like a war 
zone with trees lying in the roads and on buildings.  The damage was severe enough to keep 
some schools and businesses closed until after Thanksgiving.  

Angel Spell, Spokane Urban Forester, reported that 500 trees were lost in city parks and 1400 
were lost in other city-owned properties. The appraised value for these 1,900 trees was approxi-
mately $22 million.  

Jim Flott, local consulting arborist said, “Wind speed was the only quantifiable variable.”  He 
observed that soil failures were responsible for a majority of downed trees. He is encouraging 
people not to overreact and to have your trees assessed by a qualified ISA Arborist with tree risk 
assessment experience, such as an SCD Forester.  Flott also promotes a positive message about 
trees going forward, referring to the fact that only a very small fraction of the tree population 
failed and that vast majority of the tree population withstood the test of the storm. 

A Wind Storm Workshop will be held March 11th at the Spokane Conservation District.  Rep-
resentatives from Avista, the City of Spokane, Washington Department of Natural Resources, 
and consulting arborists will summarize impacts from the storm and discuss best practices 
moving forward. Details and registration are available at sccd.org.  
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Meet Seth Flanders
SCD has a new employee who is 
already making his mark. 

BCSP is Back!
The Backyard Conservation 
Stewardship Program has sold 
out four years in a row.

from the 
GROUND up

I N  T H I S  I S S U E



Backyard Conservation Stewardship
Our popular Backyard Conservation Stewardship Program has returned for 
a fourth year to provide access to local experts on a variety of gardening and 
conservation topics. 
The class will be held on Monday evenings in March: 5pm-7:30pm on March 
7, 14, 21, 28. Each night covers two subjects taught by local experts. Past top-
ics include composting, attracting pollinators, landscaping with native plants, 

The SCD continues to respond to food forest and permaculture interest from Spokane landowners. That’s why our 
featured species this year is a blueberry bundle for $20. It includes three northern highbush blueberry plants, each 
in a one gallon pot. The species included are Bluejay, Bluecrop and Chandler. The three plants will crosspollinate 
with each other and provide berries from mid-July through late-August. We have a limited supply and they are 
going fast! 
Blueberry customers need to start preparing their soil as soon as the ground is fully thawed. A pH between 4 and 
5 is appropriate for healthy blueberry plants and abundant harvests. The SCD soil scientest, Eric Choker, and the 
SCD soil testing lab can be used to check pH in early March. Choker will give reccomendations on how to lower 
the pH and customers should check their pH again before planting their blueberries. 
To build their food forest, customers can add in tasty native edible plants to their landscape such as Blue Elder-
berry, Golden Currant, and Serviceberry, or get creative and try to make use of plants that are edible, but not quite 
so easy to eat like Kinnikinnick and Woods Rose. Many of the plants in our sale are drought tolerant once they are 
established which is usually about three years.
Most plants are sold 5 for $10. Place your order online at treesale.sccd.org before March 10. The pickup days are 
Friday, April 8 from 8am-5pm and Saturday, April 9 from 9am-1pm. Large orders of blueberries will require a 
pick-up truck, but most other orders will fit into any vehicle. 
For questions about our species, contact Garth Davis at 509-535-7274 ext. 212 or garth-davis@sccd.org. If you 
need help placing your order or need to be mailed a brochure, contact Erica Johnson at 509-535-7274 ext. 214 or 
erica-johnson@sccd.org. 

Popular native plants Kinninnick, Mockorange and Western Larch are pictured above. 

Improve your landscape with the SCD Seedling Sale

Order Online Now at SpokaneConservation.org

Spring Tree Sale



organic gardening and more. Speakers are provided from organizations like Zinnia Designs, WA Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife, WSU Master Gardener Program, Inland Northwest Wildlife Council, City of Spokane Solid Waste Mas-
ter Composter/Recycler Program, WA Native Plant Society, WA Dept. of Ecology, and Spokane County Noxious 
Weed Board.
Only 35 spaces are available! Register now at sccd.org. The cost to register is $25 per person and Veteran scholar-
ships are available. Cost includes all four classes, materials and refreshments. For more information contact Stacey 
Selcho at the Spokane Conservation District, stacey-selcho@sccd.org or 509-535-7274 ext 217.

Weed Alert is an introduction to identifying com-
mon noxious weeds around Spokane County and 
methods of how to control and eradicate them. It 
will provide residents and farmers of Spokane with 
the links and resources to effectively fight noxious 
weeds. Spokane Conservation District will update 
their website and send notifications via email to 
keep homeowners aware of the life stages of weeds 
and the best method of managing them at any given 
time of the year from rosette to bolt to flower. 

 
Weed Alert and 
 Reference

Seth Flanders is our newest addition to the SCD team, 
Seth is a recent graduate from Whitworth University 
with a B.S. in Biology and a minor in theater, which 
makes meetings and presentations anything but mun-
dane. Starting as an intern, Seth collected and built an 
herbarium display for the SCD office. In September, 
he was hired as a fulltime water resource technician. 
Hiking, climbing, and long distance running are a 
few of Seth’s hobbies. Seth recently performed as an 
ensemble  member and the role of Jimmy, the bar 
owner, in  Spokane Civic Theater’s White Christmas. 
Seth is excited to continue expanding his role at SCD 
and looks forward to meeting and collaborating with 
members of the community and other agencies to pro-
mote and instill the work and values of conservation.

Meet 
Seth 
Flanders

New Water Resources Tech



SCD has brought on a new employee and a new program to help small acreage landowners manage their property 
to its fullest potential. Scott Gail, SCD Small Acreage Manager, will meet with interested landowners to evaluate 
their land and discuss their goals. He will then develop a 3-5 year land management plan including custom mow, 
spray and seeding with his expertise and state of the art equipment. Pastures will be restored to productive, weed-
less, and beautfiul assests to small acreage owners. This program will be especially helpful to landowners who are 
battling noxious weeds year after year. With a managment plan from Scott, landowners will get to the root of their 
weed problems. Landowners can schedule their free consultation by calling Scott at 509-535-7274 ext. 238 or email 
scott-gail@sccd.org. 
Scott is not stopping there. Stay tuned for his updates from our 2-acre demonstration farm, part of our Vets on the 
Farm program.  

NEW in Small Acreage

SCD now offers one-stop shop custom small acreage fieldwork

SCD Board of Supervisors 

Are you a candidate?
The SCD Board of Supervisors has a position opening for a 3-year 
term. This position is voluntary and the election day is  March 8. 
A nomination application with 25 signatures must be completed 
by February 8 in order to run on the ballot. Candidates must be 
registered to vote in Spokane County. Supervisors administer 
the activities of the Spokane Conservation District, develop and 

maintain effective non-regulatory programs, identify local conservation and agricultural 
needs, and ensure implementation of the District’s plans. Supervisors are required to at-
tend monthly board meetings and serve without compensation. For more information, 
contact Erica Johnson at erica-johnson@sccd.org or 509-535-7274 ext. 214. 
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